
ARE YOU READY 
FOR 2022?

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH

TIME IS RUNNING OUT!
From 1 January 2022 there will be new, stricter smoke alarm laws for all rental properties in Queensland. 
This means new obligations for landlords.

According to industry as at January 2021 only around 25% of Queensland rental properties had 
been upgraded. This means that 75% need to be upgraded in 2021 alone. With over 560,000 
rental properties in Queensland it is predicted that there will be a shortage of qualified 
technicians and product which will potentially force the price up. As a landlord, if you 
don’t act soon you may find yourself paying significantly more, having substandard 
products that need replacing, or worse, ending up with a vacant property come 2022.

Safety Watch Australia are partnering with Pulse Residential to ensure you, 
as one of their landlords, are prioritised to have your property upgraded to 
comply with the new2022 legislation.

Safety Watch have been managing smoke alarm compliance for rental properties 
for 15 years and have been preparing for this legislation since it was announced. 
We have the expertise to get your property’s smoke alarms upgraded today.

NEW QUEENSLAND SMOKE ALARM LAWS
GUIDE FOR LANDLORDS

WE’RE HERE TO HELP
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FOR DWELLINGS BEING SOLD, LEASED OR AN EXISTING LEASE IS RENEWED

From 1 January 2022, at the commencement of a new lease or lease renewal, you must ensure your 
dwelling / unit meets the requirements of the domestic smoke alarm legislation. This may involve 
installing interconnected photoelectric smoke alarms into the bedrooms in addition to the currently 
required smoke alarms. 

From1 January 2022, smoke alarms must:
▪ be photoelectric ; and
▪ not also contain an ionisation sensor; and
▪ be less than 10 years old; and
▪ operate when tested; and
▪ be interconnected with every other smoke alarm in the dwelling so all activate at the same time
▪ compliant with AS3786:2014.

Smoke alarms must be installed on each storey:
▪ in each bedroom; and
▪ in hallways which connect bedrooms and the rest of the dwelling; or
▪ if there is no hallway, between the bedrooms and other parts of the storey; and
▪ if there are no bedrooms on a storey at least one smoke alarm must be installed in the most likely

path of travel to exit the dwelling.

Smoke alarms must be hardwired or powered by a non-removable 10-year battery.

To view full legislation changes visit Queensland Fire and Rescue:  www.qfes.qld.gov.au

With over 1,600 house fires in Queensland in 2020, working, 
interconnected smoke alarms are your best line of defence.

SUMMARY OF CHANGES
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Ensure the property is upgraded to comply with today’s 
AND the 2022 legislation

Ensure your alarms are compliant with the Australian 
Standard 3786-2014 and interconnected – so when one 
goes off, they all go off.

BUYER BEWARE 
Weighing up the risk

What to look out for when getting your property upgraded

This is important legislation and it is crucial that you engage a specialised technician 
trained in the 2022 requirements to instal the correct alarms in the correct locations 
throughout the property. They need to perform a full function test to ensure the 
alarms are working exactly as the legislation requires and provide written certification 
that the property is compliant.

“You can trust Safety Watch 
to upgrade your property. 
Our electricians have been 
specifically trained in the 
compliance requirements 
of the 2022 smoke alarm 
legislation.” 

ERIC BUTLER, HEAD OF FIELD
SAFETY WATCH AUSTRALIA

Use a reputable supplier. Due to the high demand for 
services there are many third party providers entering the 
market quickly and completing upgrades to properties 
that may not comply with the 2022 legislation. This can 
be very costly to landlords to have rectified. Ensure your 
supplier is specialised in safety compliance for rental 
properties and can support the ongoing maintenance of 
your property. 

Check the warranty on the smoke alarms. Good quality 
smoke alarms come with a warranty avoiding extra charges 
and unnecessary interruptions to tenants down the track.  
Safety Watch use Cavius smoke alarms. They come with a 
10 year warranty which is the full life of your smoke alarms.

Ensure you receive a compliance certificate from your 
provider confirming your property is 2022 compliant.
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Why we recommend Safety Watch 
for  your 2022 upgrades?

We have increased our workforce with skilled electricians fully trained in the 2022 legislation. 

We have enhanced our systems and processes and expanded our customer service team to support 
our customers and technicians.

We offer competitive prices for ongoing compliance maintenance starting at just $79/year.

We have Upgrade Specialists who are here to help landlords with quotes and communication their 
new obligations.

We have chosen premium alarm supplier Cavius for their superior quality and reliability. 

We offer a range of payment plans including Zip Pay to help your landlord manage the cost of the 
upgrades

SAFETY WATCH AUSTRALIA
safetywatch.com.au
P 1300 362 918   E info@safetywatch.com.au

YOUR TRUSTED UPGRADE SPECIALISTS

As your property manager we understand how important it is for our landlords to have peace of mind 
when it comes to their legal obligations and the safety of their tenants.

We have a Duty of Care to ensure all of your landlord responsibilities are met and maintained on your 
behalf. 

In regard to the upgrade of your property to the new 2022 smoke alarm legislation we believe a dedicated 
risk management company with longevity in the market using the safest products provides the most 
effective solution for mitigating your risk. 

Safety Watch have been managing smoke alarm compliance for rental properties for 15 years. We complete 
thousands of inspections each year and have been preparing for this new legislation since it was announced 
by expanding our business, our expertise and our people. Here are just some of the ways we have made 
sure we’re ready to help our thousands of clients across Queensland:
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Why we choose Cavius alarms 
to protect your tenants?

SAFETY WATCH AUSTRALIA 
www.safetywatch.com.au
P 1300 362 918   E info@safetywatch.com.au

As a specialist risk management company servicing thousands of properties Australia wide, we rely on the 
quality of our products when it comes to the safety of your tenants.

Cavius have been protecting homes and saving lives with their superior smoke alarm design since 2004. The 
unique Danish design, combined with a professional UK-based Research and Development team brings 
you a reliable premium product.

The Cavius alarms use premium components to ensure reliability in performance and stability, meaning the 
alarm will be 100% operational during their lifetime of 10 years. Most importantly this means less hassle for 
tenants, less call out fees for landlords and peace of mind for everyone.

Specifically, the features of Cavius alarms include:

5 year labour warranty
10 year product warranty
Complies with AS3786:2014 standard

Photoelectric

Less than 1% failure rate

High performance in humid and coastal climates

Compliance with 2022 legislation guaranteed

Wireless interconnectivity

10-year battery

Cavius Smart Remote - additional safety
Cavius also offer The CAVIUS Smart Remote, a remote device that connects 
with your the Cavius smoke alarms providing the ability to test and hush the 
alarms without having to physically touch the test/hush button on the alarm. 

It is the perfect solution for any dwelling with high ceilings or for those 
who find it physically challenging to reach their smoke alarms such as the 
elderly. 

Once a CAVIUS alarm activates, the Smart Remote will strobe, vibrate and 
emit a small siren as an additional measure to provide extra warning of any 
potential fire in the home.
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A warning from 
Queensland Fire and 
Emergency Service

“People are always surprised at the speed which 
the fire has taken place. That’s why we are always 
emphasising that smoke alarms are so important to 
let people know early on to get out”
SIMON YOUNG, QUEENSLAND FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICE

“In worse case scenario it can be a loss of life. 
We really do see a difference in smoke alarms and 
their impact on early interventions and positive 
outcomes.”
LAUREN SCHODEL, QUEENSLAND FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICE

“Please don’t take the risk of leaving it to the last 
minute. Upgrade your smoke alarms now. A smoke 
alarm is probably the most important thing you can 
have in your house for early notification.”
CHRIS MARKWELL, QUEENSLAND FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICE

“QFES strongly advocates upgrading as soon as 
possible. The Coronial inquest identified that had there 
been working smoke alarms in that house, some or all 
of those lives would have been saved” 
MARK HALVERSON, QUEENSLAND FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICE TALKING 
ABOUT THE NATIONS DEADLIEST HOUSE FIRE IN SLACKS CREEK IN 2011
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